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FROM THE EAST—  Through my various 

searches on Masonic articles I occasionally 

come across some that though are not specific 

to our Lodge or The Grand Lodge of Florida 

teach Grand Masonic Lessons.  

 

Here is an article written in 1988 in the Jurisdic-

tion of the Grand Lodge of Virginia which 

teaches some interesting and valuable Masonic 

Lessons. Can you identify and apply those Les-

sons to your Masonic life. 

 

 

THE BALLOT BOX: AN INSTRUMENT FOR TYR-

ANNY? 

by Allen E. Roberts  JULY, 1988 

  The ringing of my telephone awakened me 

from a deep sleep. It was the first night in weeks 

1 had been able to go to bed before midnight. 

 

  As I stumbled out of bed I glanced at the clock.  

It  was 11:45.  Time to worry. ,"Hello," I mum-

bled. 

 

Through  sobs  from the other end I heard: "Mr.  

Roberts,  what's wrong with my husband?" 

 

Wow! "May I ask who this is, please?" 
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  "I'm Margo Flanklin. My husband is George." She's 

still  sobbing. "He  came  home hours ago. He has 

been sitting in  his  chair  and saying  over and over 

again, 'I'm not fit to be a Mason,  so  I'm not  fit  to  

be your husband.' Why is  he  saying  that?  What's  

wrong?" 

 

  Earlier  in  the evening George was examined in my 

Lodge  on  the catechism  of  the Fellowcraft degree. 

The  majority  ballot  for proficiency  was  in his fa-

vor; the ballot on his  moral  fitness  wasn't. 

 

   I wish I could have told Margo it was mistake, but I 

had respreads the  ballot. So I had to do what any 

Master hates to do:  tell  a good man he has been 

rejected for reasons unknown. 

 

  I told her I thought we could straighten this out 

and asked her to put  George on the phone. lt was 

over five minutes before I heard his hoarse voice. I 

spent the next fifteen minutes trying to reassure 

him. I think I did. 

 

  The following Monday I went to our ritual class. An 

elderly Past Master asked to talk to me in private. 

He said he had put a black cube in the box because 

he thought George Franklin (no real names  

used here) took the ritual too lightly. He wanted to 

teach him a lesson.  He asked me to assure George 

he would be accepted the next time. There was no 

point in telling the Past Master what I thought of his 

action, so I didn't. Many a restless night followed. 

What idiots we are, I thought. How many times has 

the tyranny  of one man who hadn't learned the 

lessons taught in our Lodges kept a good man out? 

A little research informed me that only five Grand 

Lodges in  the  world  (this  was  1959) balloted three 

times on a man's moral fitness. Virginia was one of 

them. Shouldn't this be changed? 

 

  A short time later I submitted a resolution calling 

for one ballot to elect a candidate for all three 

degrees. No big deal. We already did this for 

petitioners who would receive courtesy degrees. 

 

Business took me to Tazewell later in the year. I 

called Earl Wallace and invited him to have dinner 

with me. He was our immediate  Past Grand Master 

and one of my favorite people. While we were 

eating I told him what I planned to do. He didn't 

think much of my proposal. 

 

  From dinner we went to his Lodge and fate 

intervened.  Two young men were examined on the 

catechism of the Entered Apprentice degree. Both 

were excellent. When the ballot on moral fitness 

was taken,  the first man was rejected There were 

audible gasps.  I turned to Earl and said: "If that 

fellow has a close friend here,  your second man is 

going to be stopped." Earl didn't think so. 

 

  The second fellow was also rejected. Earl looked at 

me and said:   "I  think you've converted me.  I've 

changed my mind about your resolution." 

 

  In  1960  the resolution came before the Grand 

Lodge.  There was some  powerful opposition. The 

resolution was defeated,  but the vote was close. 

Over the years I was often asked to resubmit  it.  

I refused. About twenty-five years later the deed 

was done --  by  decree! 

  I  have long felt no Master Mason should ever be 

subjected to a ballot  for membership in ANY ap-

pendant body. About twenty years ago  I sub-

mitted a resolution to this effect to our Grand 

Royal Arch Chapter. It was defeated, as I had ex-

pected. I still think the same way -- even more 

strongly so. 

 

Several years ago I was to be the speaker in my 

Lodge. The petition of a Senior DeMolay who was 

an Advisor in our DeMolay Chapter was balloted 

on. He was rejected. When I reached the lectern I 

told them there would be no jokes. I was too de-

pressed.  If there was something morally wrong 

with the Advisor our Master should be informed 

so that Advisor could be removed. 

 

  A Past Master jumped up. "Worshipful -- Brother 

Roberts is out of order,"  he shouts. "You're 

wrong, my Brother," said  I,  calmly. "It's you that's 

out of order." 

 

  That  Past  Master, along with two of his peers, 

plus a member, decided charges should be pre-

ferred against me. To the office of the Grand Sec-

retary, the late Archer Gay, they go.  Archie set 

them straight. Charges weren't preferred. 

 

  We  are told: "The ballot is secret and sacred." 

It's secret  all right; I'm not convinced it's sacred. 

For years I've agreed with a young man who 

claims it "protects the  tyranny of one-man 

rule."  If I don't like fellows who wear bow ties,  

you'd better not bring a petition into my Lodge of 

anyone who wears  one;  he ain't gonna get in! 

 



  We all have heard horror stories connected with 

this tyranny. Many Lodges have virtually come to a 

stand-still because one man kept petitioners out for 

months.  A. Douglas Smith, Jr., often told the story 

of how his dad wanted him to petition his Lodge. 

However,  It wasn't safe to do it. A tyrant was re-

jecting petitioners there. 

 

  Recently I learned a young Coast Guardsman peti-

tioned a Virginia Lodge.  A committee visited him. 

He was told they'd find out how much he wanted to 

be a Mason. He would be stopped this time.  If 

he petitioned again he might be accepted. He was 

stopped! 

 

  In  checking the story behind this tale of horror, I 

learned this isn't an isolated case. Several Lodges 

stop a petitioner on the first ballot!  They claim they 

want to learn how sincere he is!  And  we worry 

about the enemies WITHOUT the Craft!  These ene-

mies need not panic. A few of the members who 

haven't learned to be Master Masons will continue 

to handle Freemasonry's destruction. 

 

  Ridiculous?  It certainly is. Those involved in this 

desecration of the ballot box should have charges of 

unMasonic conduct preferred against them immedi-

ately. In the case of the Coast Guardsman the ty-

rants are known.  In most instances the culprits 

have the sanctuary of that "secret and sacred" box 

to hide behind. 

 

 Other than protecting tyrants and cowards who are 

concealed by a ballot  box, what purpose does this 

receptacle serve?  None!  The  Master controls his 

Lodge. A member with a legitimate reason for 

keeping a petitioner out only has to inform his  

Master of his reasons. 

 

  What do I recommend? Let's take the ballot boxes 

out of our Lodges,  plus all Masonic' related bodies.  

Let the presiding officer  ask: "Does anyone have an 

objection to the petitioner?" If there are no 

objections,  the petitioner should be declared 

elected.  If there are objections hold over the  

petition for further -- legitimate -- investigation. 

 

  Why use a ballot box in those jurisdictions that now 

require two or more negative ballots to reject?  Why 

use one in jurisdictions such as  Wisconsin?  There if 

a petitioner is rejected, the objector must inform the 

Master about his reasons.  If this isn't done, the 

petitioner is declared accepted a month later. 

 

  Except for permitting the continuation of the 

tyranny by one man, I cannot think of a single 

positive purpose served by  a  secret ballot. Can 

You? 

 

  Let's put into practice Temperance,  Fortitude,  

Prudence  and Justice,  as we claim we do. Let's act 

as men and Freemasons. 

 

Let's do away with tyranny and injustice. 

 

  Let's prove we firmly believe in the Brotherhood of 

Man Under the Fatherhood of God. 

 

Did you identify those Masonic Lessons I 

mentioned at the beginning of the article? If so: I 

giveth you strictly in charge to apply them to 

“YOUR” Masonic life inside and outside of Lodge. 

 



CALENDAR 

November (Tentative) 

3rd (Thu): Stated Meeting @ 19:30           

                       Formal Dinner @ 18:30 

 15th (Tue): Fellowcraft Degree Practice @  19:00 

17th (Tue): Fellowcraft Degree @  19:00 

24th (Thu): Thanksgiving 

30th (Weds): Masters and Wardens @ 1830 / J Dewey Lodge 

 

December  (Tentative) 

1st (Thu): Election of Officers / Stated Meeting @ 19:30           

                       Formal Dinner @ 18:30 

 

Petitions & Advancements 

The following are awaiting initiation or advancement. 

Prospective Members: 

Mr. Aleck Brailsford           Mr. Felix Onate 

Mr. Juan Colon                   Mr. Allan Escoto 

Mr. Clifford Abel                Mr. Gary Chisholm 

Mr. Chris Stephenson        Mr. Bernardo Lopes 

Mr. Michael Alvarez 

Entered Apprentices 

Bro. Taiwo Cummings        Bro. Clifford Abel 

Bro. Peter Pagan 

  Fellow Crafts 

Bro. Daniel Garcia 

Sickness & Distress 

Bro Metzler Mother passed away 

Bro Chaplain Phil Slack is recovering from 
shoulder surgery. 

Bro Roman Maciag father in law has devel-
oped blood clots. 


